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And, indeed, the absurdity of an universal inquiry for
twenty years past is such, that no man, whose station has
given him opportunities of being acquainted with pubhck
business, could have proposed it, had he not been misled
by the vehemence of resentment, or biassed by the secret
operation of some motives different from publick good; for
it is no less than a proposal for an attempt impossible to
be executed, and of which the execution, if it could be
effected would be detrimental to the pubhck.

Were our nation, sir, like some of the inland kingdoms
of the continent, or the barbarous empire of Japan, with-
out commerce, without alliances, without taxes, and with-
out competition with other nations ; did we depend only on
the product of our own soil to support us, and the strength
of our own arms to defend us, without any intercourse with
distant empire, or any solicitude about foreign affairs, were
the same measures uniformly pursued, the government
supported by the same revenues, and administered with
the same views, it might not be impracticable to examine
the conduct of affairs, both foreign and domestick, for
twenty years ; because every year would afford only a
transcript of the accounts of the last.

But how different is the state of Britain, a nation whose
traffick is extended over the earth, whose revenues are
every year different, or differently applied, which is daily
engaging in new treaties of alliance, or forming new regu-
lations of trade with almost every nation, however distant,
which has undertaken the arduous and intricate employ-
ments of superintending the interests of all foreign empires,
and maintaining the equipoise of the French powers, which
receives ambassadors from all the neighbouring princes,
and extends its regard to the limits of the world.

In such a nation, every year produces negotiations of
peace, or preparations for war, new schemes and different
measures, by which expenses are sometimes increased, and
sometimes retrenched. In such a nation, every thing is
in a state of perpetual vicissitude; because its measures
are seldom the effects of choice, but of necessity, arising
from the change of conduct in other powers.

Nor is the multiplicity and intricacy of our domestick